
Garmisch Elementary Middle School 

School Advisory Committee 

September 15, 2026 @ 15:00 

Meeting Minutes 

 

2025-2026 Committee Members (all present) 

School Principal:  Karen Mills 

Parent Representative: Kristin Jones, Chairperson 

    Jennifer Bromm, Secretary 

Staff Representative:   Angelina Knight 

    Angela Amick 

Student Representative:  Gabrielle Wright  

School Liaison Officer: Thom Eden 

 

Others present: Nea Blagojevic (student), Allison Cooke (parent), James Allison (outgoing SLO), 

and Martin Brewer (SBO)  

 

1. Opening of the School Advisory Committee 

a. Welcome by Ms. Mills 

b. Chairperson update: 

i. Bylaws are drafted – she asked whether we wanted to keep the terms as 

two-year terms or switch to one-year terms.  Consensus was to leave it as 

is. 

ii.  Additionally, she brought up that a parent representative cannot also 

substitute at the school. 

iii. Vote was held to adopt the bylaws unanimously (4-0). 

 

2. Old Business 

a. None 

 

3. New Business 

a. Student representative said that kids are wanting more clubs, sports, and electives 

at the school, such as choir, calligraphy, drama, cooking, and a life skills club.  

i. Ms. Mills said multiple clubs are in the works, including a tech club, chess 

club, and choir. 

ii. Electives are difficult to plan with the low student numbers, as we must 

have enough students to justify an elective course. 



b. Student representative said students also desire more transition periods between 

lunch and seventh period. 

i. Ms. Mills said that we cannot take any more time out of instructional time 

at this point, due to minimum instruction time requirements.  To do so, 

students would have to lose a few minutes at either recess or lunch.  She 

will check the time requirements and see if there’s anything that can be 

adjusted. 

c. Student representative said students want more materials for music class, such as 

a drum kit. 

d. Students also requested to be able to hold fundraisers, such as a bake sale. 

i. Ms. Mills informed the group that fundraising is difficult at our school 

because to open an account, it must be a Garmisch Elementary Middle 

School account because that’s our legal name.  Unfortunately, elementary 

schools cannot have a student activity fund, so this creates an issue here.  

She will check on this again. 

e. An attending parent, who is a new UPK parent, expressed a desire going forward 

for there to be a class tour prior to the start of UPK.  This would have helped 

parents realize there was no classroom in the bathroom. 

f. An attending parent also expressed concern over the lack of a bathroom in the 

UPK space, especially given that the female teachers cannot enter the male 

bathroom with a male student.   

i. This raises concerns for parents over bullying, grooming, etc.  The parent 

requested the school look for a short-term solution for while there is no 

bathroom in the UPK space, such as a designated stall or time for UPK, 

having a male faculty member go in with the boys, or using the nurse’s 

bathroom. 

ii. The current DoWea guidance is that Kinder needs to have a bathroom, but 

this was before UPK began.  Parents requested we explore an exception to 

this for the next academic year given our unique situation. 

g. Parent representative stated that while we got parking and crosswalks last year, no 

handicap parking spots were put in.  While ADA isn’t a requirement here and it 

isn’t currently an issue, it may be something to plan for should we have a family 

needing these accommodations in the future.   

h. Mr. Thom (SLO) recommended having a CYS representative at council meetings, 

as well, to help with scheduling and deconflicting events.  Ms. Mills agreed and 

would also like to have the PTA present, as well. 

 

 

 

 



4. Principal updates 

a. Ms. Mills let the council know that co-ed volleyball has been approved for winter, 

as well as soccer in the spring for middle school students.  Next fall basketball 

will be added. 

 

5. SAC Next Steps 

a. Ms. Mills will investigate the issues above, including the UPK bathroom issue, 

transition times, clubs and activities, and fundraising possibilities. 

b. Mr. Thom will investigate the handicap parking issue. 

 

6. Upcoming SAC Meetings 

a. 8 December 2026 

b. 9 March 2027 

c. 11 May 2027 

 

7. Closing by principal 

a. Ms. Mills thanked everyone for coming. 

 

8. Meeting adjourned at 15:42. 


